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As usual, we planned to write our Christmas letter early
this year, and like previous years, we did not succeed. This
year we had an extra reason for wanting to be early. We
have moved and accordingly obtained a new address. So to
get that out of the way, our address is:

Dear friends,

Flaktveitgeila 88
5135 FLAKTVEIT
NORWAY

For our family this has been a year of many changes and new beginnings. This summer [ became a pastor in
the Church of Norway, and August 1 I began work as pastor of Ytre Arna parish east of Bergen city (though
still within the municipality of Bergen). I know there are many things to worry about within the Church of
Norway, but a pastor is allowed to preach the word of God without bending it to popular opinion, in fact
through ordination we are charged with the duty to preach the gospel and administer the sacraments in
accordance with the Bible and the Lutheran confessions. The congregation at Ytre Arna is very fine. Also, I
often have the opportunity to meet and to preach to people who are not regular church attenders — especially
in connection with baptisms and funerals, but there are many other occasions too. Every year I get to prepare
a bunch of teenagers for confirmation. Through that year they are required to attend at least eight Sunday
morning services, and we have confirmation class every second week. Last Saturday we had invited all 11
year olds for a sleep over in the church. We had program Saturday afternoon and evening and early morning
Sunday. Then they all attended the Sunday morning service. When they came Saturday afternoon, one of the
boys went right up to the lectern and started reading one of the readings for the Sunday. “Do you want to read
this text at the service tomorrow,” I asked. “Can I? Do you mean I will be allowed to read at the service?” he
answered wonderingly. He did read at the service.

As the parsonage was not vacant, we bought a house in nearby Flaktveit. By car it is a ten minutes drive from
my parish church and about fifteen from my office (we have our church office together with the neighboring
Arna parish). Also we are half an hour from our oldest daughter and less than that from our son, so it is
certainly a big change from being five hours apart.

God has granted us a beautiful place to live. Our house is situated high up on a hillside with a magnificent

view on hills and mountains, a beautiful valley, and plains below, with lots of suitable places for walks and
hiking in the vicinity. Also we have a nice garden with berries and plums. The bus to downtown Bergen
leaves close by us every ten minutes most of the day. Down at the plains below us, there at all kinds of stores
— we can actually walk down to buy not only bread and milk but also furniture, electrical appliances, farm
tractors, cars etc. Still we feel we are living in the countryside.

Helga's new job is close by too — 9 minutes by car, 42 by feet. They are working with people who have been
abusing alcohol or drugs, focusing on pregnant mothers. It is well known that a mother's alcohol- or drug
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abuse during her pregnancy may damage the child. An early check-up on the baby for possible complications
is therefore part of their program. In this way they hope to give the child a better start and a better life, and
maybe change life even for generations to come. The unit is brand new, it opened November 1st. So Helga
and her colleagues have been involved in a lot of planning too. The unit is located in newly renovated
premises with forest all around and a beautiful view towards the sea.

As if us moving and getting new jobs was not enough for one
year, our youngest daughter was married in October. The groom
is from Vancouver, Canada, and is named Gavin. Marion did her
military service at SHAPE, the headquarters of NATO's allied
command operations, at Mons, Belgium. Gavin is there
working with the Canadian representation. The two met and fell
in love. I officiated at their wedding (in fact this was my first
wedding, the second will by just after Christmas). It was a
moving experience for me, and both of them looked very happy.
We had a nice celebration with family and friends afterward —
before they had to heed back to Belgium.

For the rest of this academic year Marion will be studying some
more German and French, maybe even some Chinese. From
next fall she plans to study either languages or politics (or
something else, she has many interests, and her ideas keep §&
changing), possibly as a long distance student initially, but &
eventually they are considering relocating to Norway. '

Hanna still works with NAV — Norwegian Labor and Welfare Administration. Bjarte has switched to another
company, but still a company managing seismic survey vessels. Fortunately, Bjarte's work is mostly here in
Bergen, though he sometimes has to visit the ships. Hedda will be two years old in February. She is a quick
little girl and talks a lot, though so far most frequently in a language none of us has studied.

Pél has been trying to work on a few school subjects this fall. Also he has had some work training on a farm
close by. Recently he has moved from his street level room to one which provides an overview over the whole
city of Bergen, while still being within easy walking distance from the main bus station, train station and
actually the whole of downtown Bergen. He has quite a few friends in Bergen now, most of them students.

It's already well into the Advent season with its tree tenses of the verb “to come”:

*He came — The Word became flesh — God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.

*He comes — Open wide the gates to your heart and let him cleanse your innermost temple and take up his
abode there.

*He shall come — The trumpets shall blow, and the Son of Man shall come with the clouds, the dead will be
raised imperishable, and all believers alive at that day will be changed. Advent announces a day when the
dwelling of God is with humans, they will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.

Helga and Ingvar wish you a happy Christmas and blessed 2015!
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